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Court, from their relationship with the rising star, Anne
Boleyn1; and he was charged with encouraging chiefs of the
Irishry to make inroads upon the borders of the Pale. All
this, however, might have gone for nothing, had he not at
a most critical juncture been suspected, at least, of fresh acts
of treason. By this time the divorce of Catherine had caused
the sudden disgrace of Wolsey; the Church in England was
* being severed from Rome; and Henry, backed by the mass of
the nation, but opposed by many of the nobility, and nine-
tenths of the clergy, was threatened by Charles V and
Clement VII. The air in England was thick with sinister
rumours j it seemed not improbable that risings at home might
find support from enemies abroad- Kildare corresponded,
perhaps, with the Emperor, through the Desmonds, as may
have been the case before; the time for trifling and hesitation
had passed; in 1534 he was once more a prisoner in the
Tower. He seems to have had a foreboding that evil ciays
were at hand; he appointed Thomas, his eldest son, to act as
his Vice-deputy; he certainly removed the artillery of Dublin
Castle to Maynooth and other fortresses of his own; and
possibly he hoped that rebellion would come to his aid3.
Lord Thomas Fitzgerald was a mere youth, not without
parts, but hot-headed and rash; a report that "his father had
been cut shorter, as his issue should bee," sent him on the path
that led to the ruin of his House. Despising the warnings of
the chief Geraldines, he lent an ear to the counsels of his
leading Celtic kinsmen ; and " assurying himselfe that the
1 Margaret, the daughter of Thomas, seventh Earl of Ormond, married
Sir William Boleyn, and was the grandmother of the future Queen Anne.
Her son Sir Thomas Boleyn became Earl of Ormond 5 the head of the
Butlers, Pierce, accepting the lesser tide of Earl of Ossory.
3 The act of attainder of Kildare is the principal, almost the only,
evidence of his conduct; a judicious enquirer will not rely to>s> confidently
on a Tudor act of attainder.                                                  >